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Port	authority	bus	terminal	phone	number

By	Jennifer	VanBaren	Phone	porting	transfers	a	wireless	telephone	number,	or	"ports"	it,	from	one	telephone	service	provider	to	another.	Porting	is	monitored	and	controlled	by	the	Federal	Communications	Commission	(FCC).	When	a	person	changes	phone	service	providers	but	wants	to	keep	the	same	number,	they	can	elect	to	port	the	number	.
There	are	procedures	a	person	must	follow	for	porting	numbers	but	this	service	is	available	with	all	carriers.	In	order	to	port	a	number,	the	customer	must	remain	in	the	same	local	area	as	before.	If	a	customer	moves	to	a	new	city	or	state,	the	number	cannot	be	ported.	To	have	a	phone	number	ported,	the	customer	must	first	contact	the	new	service
provider.	The	new	service	provider	makes	a	request	to	the	original	service	provider	requesting	that	this	specific	number	get	ported.	The	FCC	requires	the	old	carrier	to	confirm	and	authorize	the	request.	When	a	phone	number	is	ported,	there	is	a	short	time	lag	before	the	process	is	finalized.	During	this	time,	it	is	possible	that	two	phones	will	have
the	same	phone	number.	Porting	a	number	typically	takes	one	to	four	business	days.	Fees	for	this	service	may	apply	depending	on	the	carriers.	If	you	want	to	keep	your	old	phone	number	after	you	got	a	new	one,	or	you	just	want	a	second	phone	number	to	play	around	with,	you	can	port	that	number	to	the	awesome	Google	Voice	service.	Here’s	how
to	do	it.	RELATED:	8	Reasons	You	Should	Be	Using	Google	Voice	(If	You're	American)	Why	Would	I	Want	to	Do	This?	If	you	recently	switched	carriers	and	got	a	new	phone	number,	but	you	want	to	keep	your	old	phone	number	lying	around	just	in	case,	you	can	port	it	to	Google	Voice	so	that	you	don’t	have	to	pay	for	a	second	plan.	Calls	to	your	old
number	will	get	forwarded	to	your	new	one,	and	you’ll	never	miss	an	important	call	because	someone	forgot	to	update	their	address	book.	Sure,	you	can	get	a	new	phone	from	Google	Voice	and	use	it	for	texting	and	call	forwarding	too.	However,	if	you	have	an	existing	number	that	you	want	to	use	with	Google	Voice,	you	can	port	it	to	the	service	and
use	that	instead.	What’s	the	Catch?	First,	porting	a	phone	number	to	Google	Voice	requires	a	one-time	fee	of	$20.	Secondly,	when	you	port	a	number	to	Google	Voice,	you	can’t	use	the	Google	Voice	app	to	send	text	messages–it	requires	a	data	connection	over	Wi-Fi	or	LTE/3G.	You	can,	however,	have	Google	Voice	forward	texts	to	your	new	number.
When	you	reply	to	them	using	your	regular	messaging	app,	they	will	appear	to	come	from	your	Google	Voice	number,	which	is	pretty	cool.	The	same	goes	for	making	and	receiving	calls–as	long	as	you	have	call	forwarding	turned	on,	you	can	make	and	receive	calls	from	your	Google	Voice	number,	even	without	a	data	connection.	Lastly,	to	port	a
number	to	Google	Voice,	you	need	two	phone	numbers:	Your	old	phone	number,	which	you	are	porting	to	Google	Voice.	This	number	must	still	be	active	when	you	start	the	porting	process–do	not	cancel	your	account	yet!	Your	new	phone	number,	to	which	you’ll	forward	your	Google	Voice	calls	and	texts.	This	can	be	a	number	on	a	new	carrier,	or
on	the	same	carrier	you	currently	use.	In	my	case,	I	was	switching	to	a	new	carrier	(Cricket),	so	I	just	started	a	new	account	with	them,	and	ported	my	Verizon	number	over.	When	I	did	so,	Google	cancelled	my	Verizon	account	for	me.	If	you’re	getting	a	new	number	on	the	same	carrier,	you’ll	just	have	to	add	a	number	to	your	account,	after	which
Google	Voice	will	cancel	the	old	number	for	you.	Make	sure	you	aren’t	in	the	middle	of	a	contract,	since	porting	your	number	could	incur	an	early	termination	fee	(ETF)	from	your	carrier!	If	you	aren’t	sure,	call	customer	service	and	make	sure	they	make	a	note	on	your	account	not	to	charge	you	an	ETF	when	you	cancel.	How	to	Port	Your	Phone
Number	The	first	step	is	to	head	to	www.google.com/voice.	If	you’ve	never	used	Google	Voice	before,	you’ll	go	through	the	process	of	accepting	the	terms	and	services	agreement	before	you	can	start	using	it.	Then	you’ll	skip	these	first	few	steps.	If	you’re	an	existing	user,	click	on	the	settings	gear	icon	in	the	top-right	corner	and	select	“Settings”.
Select	the	“Phones”	tab	if	it	isn’t	already	selected.	Next	to	your	current	Google	Voice	number,	click	“Change/Port”.	Keep	in	mind	that	porting	a	number	into	Google	Voice	will	replace	your	current	Google	Voice	number	after	90	days,	but	you	can	pay	an	extra	$20	to	keep	that	number	(so	you’ll	end	up	with	two	Voice	numbers).	Next,	click	on	“I	want	to
use	my	mobile	number”.	If	you’re	a	new	Google	Voice	user,	this	will	be	the	first	screen	you	see	after	accepting	the	terms	and	services.	Type	in	the	phone	number	that	you	want	to	port	over,	and	then	click	“Check	for	available	options”.	Click	on	“Port	your	number”.	Click	on	the	checkboxes	and	read	all	the	things	you’ll	need	to	understand	before	the
porting	process.	Then	click	“Next:	Phone	Verification”.	The	next	step	is	confirming	that	you	actually	own	and	operate	the	phone	number	that	you’re	porting	over,	so	Google	Voice	will	call	you	at	that	number	and	then	you’ll	enter	in	the	two-digit	number	shown	on	the	screen	on	your	phone’s	keypad.	Click	on	“Call	me	now”	to	begin	that	process.	Once
that	process	is	done,	enter	in	your	carrier	plan	account	information,	like	the	account	number,	PIN,	last	four	social	security	number	digits,	and	so	on.	In	my	case,	this	was	my	Verizon	account	info.	Then	click	on	“Next:	Confirmation”.	Make	sure	all	of	the	details	are	correct	and	then	click	on	“Next:	Google	Payments”.	If	you	have	a	credit	card	on	file	with
Google,	you	can	go	ahead	and	click	“Buy”	when	the	pop-up	appears.	If	not,	you’ll	need	to	enter	in	your	credit	card	details	before	continuing.	After	the	purchase,	you’ll	receive	a	“Purchase	Confirmation”	pop-up.	Click	“Done”	to	complete	the	process.	On	the	next	page,	you’ll	be	reminded	about	a	few	things,	like	how	your	existing	Google	Voice	number
will	be	replaced	(unless	you	want	to	keep	it	for	$20	more),	as	well	as	how	you’ll	need	to	connect	a	new	phone	number	to	your	Google	Voice	account	as	a	forwarding	phone.	At	this	point,	all	that’s	left	to	do	is	wait	for	the	porting	process	to	complete,	which	can	take	up	to	24	hours,	with	text	messaging	capabilities	taking	up	to	three	business	days	to	fully
complete.	In	the	meantime,	a	yellow	status	bar	will	appear	at	the	top	in	Google	Voice,	saying	that	your	phone	number	is	in	the	process	of	being	ported.	How	to	Forward	Calls	to	Your	Main	Number	Once	you	have	your	old	phone	number	ported	over	to	Google	Voice,	you	can	use	it	to	text	message	anyone,	as	long	as	you	have	a	Wi-Fi	or	data	connection,
or	they’ve	texted	you	first	with	SMS	forwarding	turned	on.	The	only	way	to	make	and	receive	calls	through	your	old	number	is	to	use	your	main	phone	number	as	a	forwarding	number.	In	other	words,	whenever	someone	calls	your	old	phone	number,	that	call	will	be	forwarded	to	your	main	number.	To	set	up	a	forwarding	number,	go	back	to	Google
Voice	Settings	and	select	the	“Phones”	tab	like	you	did	earlier	on.	Only	this	time	click	on	“Add	another	phone”.	Enter	in	a	name	for	your	forwarding	number	and	type	in	the	phone	number	below	that.	You	can	also	select	whether	or	not	you	want	text	messages	to	forward	as	well.	If	you	want	to	configure	even	more	settings,	click	on	“Show	advanced
settings”.	Within	these	settings,	you	can	get	direct	access	to	your	old	number’s	voicemail	and	even	set	when	you	want	calls	forwarded	to	you	at	certain	times,	sort	of	like	Do	Not	Disturb	(although	Google	Voice	has	an	actual,	separate	Do	Not	Disturb	feature).	After	you’ve	customized	settings,	click	“Save”.	After	that,	Google	Voice	will	call	your
forwarding	number	to	verify	that	you	own	and	operate	it,	and	you’ll	be	prompted	to	enter	in	the	two-digit	number	shown	on	the	screen	on	your	phone’s	keypad.	Click	on	“Connect”	to	begin	that	process.	Once	your	number	has	been	verified	it	will	now	show	up	under	the	“Phones”	tab	in	Google	Voice	right	below	your	ported	number.	You’ll	see	a	new
setting	here:	the	ability	to	receive	text	notifications	on	your	forwarding	number	whenever	someone	leaves	a	voicemail	on	your	old,	ported	number.	Check	the	box	next	to	this	if	you	want	to	enable	it.	At	that	point,	though,	your	forwarding	number	is	all	set	up	and	you’re	good	to	go.	If	you	ever	want	to	make	a	call	using	your	old	phone	number,	you	can
do	so	from	within	the	Google	Voice	app	on	your	smartphone	(if	you	have	a	data	connection),	or	by	calling	your	own	Google	Voice	number	to	make	a	call.	Title	image	from	Google	1	What	Is	the	Ides	of	March...and	Why	Do	We	Need	to	Beware	It?	2	What	Ocean	Beaches	Are	Closest	to	Kentucky?	3	What	Is	a	Group	of	Turtles	Called?	4	The	Benefits	and
Drawbacks	of	a	Growing	Population	5	10	Tips	to	Prepare	Yourself	for	COVID-19	Every	home	and	business	network	on	the	Internet	is	assigned	a	unique	IP	address.	Finding	and	documenting	your	IP	address	is	an	important	first	step	in	troubleshooting	network	problems	and	accessing	your	router's	control	panel.	The	router	control	panel	will	provide
access	to	your	router's	ports;	which,	in	turn,	allow	you	to	enable	or	disable	certain	ports	used	by	specific	applications.	Computers	do	not	have	specific	ports;	instead,	they	connect	by	default	to	all	ports.	Open	the	Run	prompt	by	pressing	"Windows-R."	Type	"CMD"	and	press	the	"Enter"	key	to	open	the	Command	Prompt	window.	Type	"IPCONFIG"	and
press	the	"Enter"	key.	This	command	will	provide	you	with	your	network	information,	including	your	computer's	IP	address.	Open	a	Web	browser	and	type	the	IP	address	associated	with	the	Default	Gateway	entry	from	the	IPConfig	results	to	open	your	router's	control	panel.	You	may	need	to	enter	your	router's	admin	username	and	password	to
proceed.	Locate	the	"Port	Forwarding"	menu	to	manually	open	or	close	specific	ports.	See	the	Resources	section	of	this	article	for	a	list	of	common	port	ranges	for	popular	applications.	Mac	users	can	find	their	IP	address	by	clicking	“File,”	selecting	“System	Preferences,”	and	opening	the	“Network”	menu.	Information	in	this	article	applies	to
Windows	8.	It	may	vary	slightly	or	significantly	with	other	versions	or	products.	
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