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OneDrive	for	Android	now	supports	locking	with	a	fingerprint.Users	could	previously	only	use	a	PIN	to	lock	the	app.OneDrive	for	iOS	also	received	an	update	to	fix	a	bug.Microsoft's	OneDrive	app	for	Android	now	supports	the	ability	to	lock	it	using	a	fingerprint.	Previously,	users	only	had	the	ability	to	lock	the	app	using	a	PIN.	In	addition	to	the	new
locking	feature,	OneDrive	for	Android	also	received	an	improved	grid	view	to	help	photos	"stand	out"	as	stated	in	the	app's	changelog:•	In	addition	to	a	PIN	Code,	you'll	now	be	able	to	use	your	fingerprint	to	lock	the	OneDrive	app.	•	We've	improved	our	grid	view	to	help	your	photos	stand	out	and	look	their	best	as	well	as	making	it	easier	than	ever	to
see	what	photos	are	getting	backed	up	in	the	Photos	tab."OneDrive	for	iOS	(opens	in	new	tab)	also	received	an	update,	though	it	focuses	on	fixing	a	bug:Text	translation	wasn't	working	for	some	users,	turning	a	few	options	in	the	Settings	page	into	a	confusing	game	of	'guess	that	setting.'	This	has	been	fixed,	and	will	look	and	read	as	you'd
expect."OneDrive's	ability	to	be	locked	with	a	fingerprint	helps	secure	files	on	your	phone.	Recently,	Microsoft	also	announced	an	upcoming	Personal	Vault	for	OneDrive	that	increases	security	further.Portable	(and	affordable)	power	accessories	we	loveEach	and	every	one	of	these	charging	gadgets	will	keep	your	favorite	gear	and	gadgets	going	for
longer,	and	none	of	them	costs	more	than	$30.VisionTek	8,000	mAh	micro-USB	power	bank	(opens	in	new	tab)	($13	at	Dell)This	compact	dual-output	powerbank	can	speedily	recharge	any	and	all	your	devices,	thanks	to	a	two-amp	"fast	charge	feature,"	using	its	micro-USB	out	port.	Its	simple	design	includes	an	LED	indicator,	and	it	costs	about	as
much	as	a	single	ticket	to	the	movies.Panasonic	eneloop	AA	batteries	(opens	in	new	tab)	(From	$13	at	Dell)Panasonic's	rechargeable	batteries	are	among	the	best	available,	and	just	a	couple	of	them	will	keep	your	favorite	remote,	mice	or	other	peripherals	powered	up	when	you	need	them.	They're	also	eco.	And	the	company's	affordable	charger
(opens	in	new	tab)	fits	and	charges	both	AA	and	AAA	batteries	at	the	same	time.Belkin	Qi	Wireless	Charging	Pad	(opens	in	new	tab)	($30	at	Dell)This	unobtrusive	Qi	wireless	charging	pad	looks	good	(and	kind	of	like	a	UFO	…)	and	easily	charges	all	your	Qi-compatible	device	up	to	5W.	Its	LED	indicator	lights	up	when	you're	charging.	And	it	costs	just
$30.	Entering	in	a	password	or	PIN	is	so	2013.	Android	5.0's	Smart	Lock	feature	lets	you	authenticate	yourself	by	knowing	you're	using	a	trusted	devices,	knowing	where	you	are	or	knowing	your	face.	Here's	how	to	set	up	Smart	Lock.First,	you	need	to	input	a	password,	PIN,	or	unlock	pattern	on	your	phone.	If	you	don’t,	Smart	Lock	option	won’t	show
up	as	an	option.MORE:	Android	5	Lollipop:	A	Guide	to	the	Best	New	Features1.	Open	the	Settings	menu.2.	Tap	Security	under	the	Personal	section.3.	Tap	Screen	lock	and	choose	the	default	security	method	you	use.4.	Tap	Smart	Lock	and	confirm	your	password.5.	Select	Trusted	Devices,	Trusted	Places	or	Trusted	Faces.Trusted	DevicesThis	lets	you
set	another	Bluetooth	device	(phone,	tablet,	smart	watch,	car)	or	even	an	NFC	tag	as	a	object	that	will	automatically	unlock	your	device	when	it’s	nearby,	the	one	caveat	is	that	Bluetooth	devices	will	need	to	be	paired	before	they	show	up	in	the	Trusted	Device	list.	To	add	a	device:1.	Tap	Trusted	Devices	from	the	Smart	Lock	menu.2a.	Choose	your
device	from	the	list	of	paired	devices.	Or	2b.	Add	an	NFC	tag	by	tapping	the	+	icon	and	touching	the	NFC	tag	to	your	device.Trusted	PlacesThis	setting	allows	you	to	add	networks	(such	as	home	or	work)	to	the	list	of	trusted	places,	so	when	your	device	is	connected	to	that	network,	it	will	skip	the	lock	screen.	Note:	You	need	to	have	locations	services
turned	on	for	this	option	to	work.1.	Tap	Trusted	Places	from	the	Smart	Lock	menu.2a.	Select	a	known	location.	Or2b.	Tap	Add	Trusted	Place	to	input	a	new	one	from	Google	Maps.Trusted	FacesWith	trusted	faces,	you	can	use	your	device's	front	camera	to	unlock	it.	If	it’s	too	dark	and	the	camera	can't	make	out	your	face,	you	can	still	use	your	default
security	method	(PIN,	password,	swipe	pattern).1.	Tap	the	Trusted	Face	option	from	the	Smart	Lock	menu.2.	Tap	the	setup	button.3.	Tap	next,	and	get	ready	to	hold	your	device's	camera	up	to	your	face.4.	Position	your	face	inside	the	dotted	area	until	all	the	dots	turn	green.	Now	your	mug	will	unlock	your	device,	and	if	it	doesn’t	always	work,	you	can
go	back	and	improve	the	face	matching	for	better	accuracy.For	even	more	Android	5	news,	tips	and	help,	check	out	the	Tom's	Guide	Android	Forums.Sam	Rutherford	is	a	Staff	Writer	at	Tom’s	Guide.	Follow	him	@SamRutherford	on	Twitter,	and	Tom’s	Guide	on	Twitter,	Facebook	and	Google+.	Android	13	Logo	Mockup	(Image	credit:	Nick	Sutrich	/
Android	Central)	Multi-user	profile	switching	and	QR	code	scanning	is	coming	to	the	Android	13	lock	screen.Long-pressing	the	home	key	to	call	Google	Assistant	can	be	turned	off	in	Android	13.Multilingual	users	will	be	able	to	customize	languages	on	a	per-app	basis.Android	12	has	only	been	out	for	a	few	short	months,	but	the	expected	preview	of
Android	13	is	likely	right	around	the	corner.	As	such,	we've	seen	a	flood	of	leaks,	from	new	notifications	and	language	settings	to	a	magic	handoff	feature	for	media	playback.	Now,	we're	seeing	evidence	of	two	new	Android	13	lock	screen	features	thanks	to	a	build	obtained	by	Android	Police.Before	unlocking	their	phones,	users	on	Android	13	will	be
able	to	switch	user-profiles	and	even	scan	QR	codes.	The	former	is	a	new	way	to	switch	user-profiles	and	will	make	the	feature	both	easier	and	more	prominent.Source:	Android	Police	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Police)This	would	make	sense	if	you're	passing	your	phone	to	your	child	and	would	make	switching	profiles	between	parent/child	—	or
even	work/personal	—	a	much	simpler	experience.Scanning	QR	codes	is	something	most	phones'	camera	apps	do	just	fine,	but	having	a	quick	lock	screen	option	for	scanning	would	certainly	come	in	handy.	Additionally,	a	new	QR	Code	scanner	quick	toggle	tile	can	be	added	to	the	notification	shade,	if	you	so	choose.Source:	Android	Police	(Image
credit:	Source:	Android	Police)This	probably	isn't	any	simpler	than	launching	the	camera	to	scan	a	QR	code,	but	it	would	bridge	the	gap	between	phones	whose	camera	app	can	read	QR	codes	natively	and	phones	that	cannot.Folks	who	still	prefer	to	use	the	original	3-button	navigation	—	that's	the	back,	home,	and	overview	buttons	at	the	bottom	of
the	screen	—	will	finally	be	able	to	disable	the	long-press	function	for	the	home	button.Source:	Android	Police	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Police)Currently	on	Android	12,	long-pressing	the	home	button	calls	up	Google	Assistant.	If	you	don't	want	it	to	do	that,	a	simple	switch	will	make	it	easy	to	disable.Lastly	is	another	look	at	the	new	multilingual
functionality	in	Android	13,	which	will	allow	users	to	choose	their	language	on	a	per-app	basis.	The	language	for	each	app	can	be	changed	in	the	system	menu,	logically	located	under	the	languages,	app	languages	sections.Source:	Android	Police	(Image	credit:	Source:	Android	Police)While	Android	12	continues	to	roll	out	to	the	best	Android	phones,
we	expect	the	first	Android	13	developer	preview	to	happen	in	the	next	month	or	so.	The	first	Android	12	developer	preview	went	live	on	February	18,	2021,	and	there's	no	expectation	that	Google	will	deviate	from	that	schedule	this	year.	Out	of	the	box,	the	Android	lock	screen	offers	very	little	in	the	way	of	efficiency.	With	the	help	of	a	free	third-
party	app,	you	can	change	that.	Jack	Wallen	shows	you	how.	Out	of	the	box,	the	Android	lock	screen	doesn’t	offer	much,	other	than	to	prevent	prying	eyes	from	getting	to	your	data	and	allowing	you	quick	access	to	your	phone	or	camera.	What	if	you	want	more?	Simple.	You	turn	to	a	third-party	app	called	Start.	With	Start,	you	can	get	access	to
everything	you	care	about…	apps,	news,	settings,	and	much	more.	This	is	truly	a	fantastic	app	that	has	plenty	to	offer	nearly	every	type	of	user,	including:	Secure	unlock	Easy	navigation	Learns	how	you	use	your	device	(and	helps	you	get	what	you	want	faster)	Quick	access	to	social	networking	Organize	your	“starters”	how	you	like	them	Quick
settings	to	things	like	Wi-Fi,	Bluetooth,	and	more	Notifications	manager	On	top	of	all	the	features,	Start	also	happens	to	be	a	very	elegant	solution	to	the	lock	screen.	Let’s	get	this	installed	and	learn	how	to	use	it.	Installation	Installing	Start	is	quite	simple:	Open	the	Google	Play	Store	from	your	Android	device	Search	for	start	Locate	and	tap	the	entry
by	Celltick	Tap	Install	Read	the	permissions	listing	carefully	If	the	permissions	listing	is	acceptable,	tap	Accept	Allow	the	installation	to	complete	Now,	you’ll	need	to	take	care	of	a	few	configuration	options.	Initial	configuration	The	first	thing	you	need	to	do	is	actually	launch	Start.	By	default,	it	won’t	be	running.	So,	find	the	launcher	in	the	app
drawer	and	give	it	a	tap.	Start	will	launch	and	reveal	the	default	layout	(Figure	A).	Figure	A	Start	running	on	a	Verizon-branded	Droid	Turbo.	Next,	tap	and	swipe	left	from	the	menu	button	in	the	top	right	corner	(three	horizontal	lines).	From	there,	tap	Settings	and	scroll	down	until	you	see	Default	Launcher.	Click	it,	tap	the	slider	to	enable	Start	as
the	default	launcher,	and	then	set	Start	as	Home	when	prompted	(Figure	B).	Figure	B	Setting	Start	as	the	default.	Now,	choose	what	launcher	to	use	after	unlock	(Figure	C).	Figure	C	Setting	the	launcher	to	be	used	after	unlocking	the	device.	You’re	now	ready	to	start	using	the	new	lock	screen.	At	this	point,	you’re	ready	to	set	up	your	Starters.	To	do
this,	slide	the	screen	to	the	left	and	tap	Settings.	From	here,	tap	Setup	Starters.	Go	through	the	list	of	possible	Starters	(Figure	D)	and,	when	you	find	one	you	want	to	include	on	the	Start	screen,	tap	it	and	then	tap	the	enable	slider	to	add	it.	Figure	D	Adding	Starters	to	the	Start	screen.	To	view	a	Starter,	simply	tap	on	it	and	slide	it	to	the	right.	This
will	open	a	new	screen	that	contains	the	data	requested.	Start	is	an	outstanding	way	to	get	more	from	your	lock	screen.	If	you	think	that	Android	is	lacking	in	this	arena,	you’d	be	hard-pressed	to	find	a	better	solution.	What	would	you	add	to	the	default	Android	lock	screen?	Let	us	know	your	opinion	in	the	discussion	thread	below.
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